Billbergia X "Fantasia" M. B. Foster hybr. nov. in Brom. Soc. Bull. 7(3): 42. 1957

( Billbergia pyramidalis X Billbergia Saundersii) M. B. Foster No. 3015

(Type U. S. Nat'1 Herbarium) 

This new hybrid was made in 1942. It is outstanding in both its decorative and horticultural quali​ties.

The growth habits of this hybrid inherit the prolific propagating propensities of the winter-blooming B. pyramidalis parent, the clone of which the author found in Brazil in 1940.

The well-known species B. pyramidalis, (so commonly found in Florida gardens), is a late summer and fall bloomer and is NOT the parent of this hybrid "Fantasia." Rather, the parent clone, which was used to make this hybrid, has, by contrast, glaucous blue-green leaves and it blooms in the winter, whereas the common fall-blooming phase has glabrous yellow-green leaves.

The flowers, however, of these two clones are so similar that I doubt if anyone could distinguish them even when viewed together.

The paternal parent, B. Saundersii, is a very much more variable one than B. pyramidalis; quite a number of various forms are in cultivation, each having its own growth and color habits. The form used in making the hybrid "Fantasia" was one with well colored and spotted leaf markings.

Billbergia X "Fantasia" may flower in the fall or in early spring according to the time of maturity of the individual plant. The flowers favor the B. pyramidalis parent in both shape and color, and while this hybridizer feels that these flowers are, perhaps, not as fine as those of either parent, the showy offspring, in leaf-color and plant-form is reward enough; it is definitely superior to either parent. Many unsuccessful attempts have been made by the writer to set seed on this hybrid "Fantasia". Pollen from other species of Billbergia as well as itself has been used, but always without success; it appears to be sterile.

